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 After hearing Learned Counsel appearing for the Applicant and 

Learned Senior Counsel appearing for the State apart from the Learned 

Counsel appearing for the MoEF, we see that as far as the second stage 

of the project is concerned, the State Government has not obtained any 

approval from the MoEF so far regarding forest clearance.  It is also 

evident that the application for such approval has been made only in the 

year 2013 after the present application has been filed.  There are various 

communication made by not only the Central Government and the 

authorities concerned but also the State Government authorities 

directing the stoppage of the project till the forest clearance is obtained.  

Now, the matter is pending with the MoEF and the MoEF has to pass 

orders.  We are of the view that any permission granted to the State 

Government to proceed with the project will amount to violation of the 

Forest (Conservation) Act.  Accordingly, we direct the Respondent No. 

1 not to proceed further in respect of the project till 20.11.2013. 

 Stand over to 20th November, 2013.  

   

 ………….…………….……………., JM 
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